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President’s Message: by: Herb Sutton

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their prayers and good wishes while I was in the hospital recuperating from open heart surgery. I also congratulate all of the members of the New York State BVA for our achieving the Gold Gavel Award from National.

CONVENTION NEWS: by Richard Mahaney

As usual there was a good representation from New York State at the convention in Chicago. For the first time the New York Regional Group received the Gold Gavel Award from National. The Gold Gavel Award is presented To the Regional Group who had the largest increase in membership in the past year.  We can thank John Harrington and Jack Shapiro for keeping such good records of all the veterans who became members during the year. Congratulations also goes out to our own Elizabeth Carr who was reelected to a second term as National President.

Are persons with low vision blind?

Unfortunately, the term "blind" and "blindness" are used very loosely and there are many definitions for them. The American Foundation for the Blind suggest that the terms "blind" and "blindness" be reserved for persons who have no usable sight at all, and the terms "visually impaired," "low vision" or "partially sighted" be used for persons who have some usable vision, no matter how little.

The main reason for the confusion between blindness and visually impairment is the existence of a "legal" definition for blindness that the federal government developed in the early I 930s to classify persons eligible for special benefits. The government defines legal blindness with the same terms eye care specialists use to describe low vision-acuity and visual field.

What is acuity?

Acuity describes the amount of detail a given individual sees compared to what a person with normal vision sees. The common phrase " 20/20 vision" refers to how acuity is measured; the top number, 20, refers to the distance at which the measurement is taken, and the bottom number refers to the distance at which a "normal' eye can see a specific size image. If a person has 20/40 acuity, it means he can see at 20 feet that which someone with "normal" vision can see at 40 feet. The smaller the second number, the more sight a person has. Low vision means a person's visual acuity is 20/50 or less. The larger the second number, the less vision a person has (20/100, 20/200, etc.) Legal blindness means a person has 20/200 vision in the best eye with the best possible correction with conventional glasses or contact lenses.

Special Services Available for the Blind in

New York City

Submitted by Regis Quinn

The Andrew Heiskell Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped At 40 West 20th Street NYC Opened in 1991, has set a new standard of library service for persons with disabilities.  In this barrier-free building visitors are welcome to read, study, and browse in spacious and comfortable reading rooms; to consult with the librarians, and to borrow selections from the large collections of special format materials.  The fully automated facility, with its advanced materials handling system, also operates an extensive mailing program that delivers thousands of Braille and recorded books a day by postage-free mail to eligible patrons.

Part of The New York Public Library, it is named in honor of a former chairman of the Library's Board of Trustees, who served from 1981 to 1990.  The Andrew Heiskell Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped is part of a national network of institutions designated by the Library of Congress to provide services to print-impaired persons residing in their region.  The Library of Congress provides the Braille and recorded collections, audio equipment, and free postage.  The Library is a descendant of New York City's Free Circulating Library for the Blind, which was established in 1895 by Richard Randall Ferry, a wealthy hat manufacturer who suddenly became blind.  When it joined The New York Public Library in 1903, the original collection had only 57 Braille books.  Today, the collection includes tens of thousands of books and dozens of magazine titles in a variety of formats.

Eligibility:  Persons who have difficulty reading print may continue to enjoy their favorite books, magazines, and children's stories on free loan from the Andrew Heiskell Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.  Adults, teenagers, and children living in New York City or on Long Island may borrow Braille and recorded materials, plus accompanying audio playback equipment if they are:

Legally blind;

have difficulty reading because of a visual impairment;


have a physical handicap that limits their ability to handle standard printed material;


have a reading disability resulting from organic dysfunction.

Students meeting the eligibility requirements may apply for services at home and at school.  The Library also provides services to institutions that house or serve eligible persons.  An application form is available through the Library for the Blind at the following telephone numbers:

(212) 206-5400

(212) 206-8425 (24-hour machine)

(212) 206-5458 (TDD)

or the Library's Public Relations Office (212) 221-7676.

COLLECTIONS: While the format is different, the content of the Andrew Heiskell Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped mirrors the book stock of a traditional public library.  Fiction and non-fiction selections run the gamut from classics to best sellers in many subject areas.  Talking Books are unabridged recordings of titles originally published in print format, narrated by professional actors and skilled volunteers.  The collections include: talking books and magazines recorded on disc and cassette tapes, playback equipment, Braille books and magazines, large-print books, foreign-language materials, and catalogs in accessible formats for book selection.

All of the library's services are free and there is no charge for postage.  Specialized playback equipment is required for listening to the

 library's cassettes and discs.  This equipment is issued on extended loan, as needed, free of charge for home use.  Staff assistance and instructional materials are provided to help familiarize new readers. All registered library patrons may also have their Braille and recorded materials delivered to their home through the U.S. mail. A variety of publications are mailed to enable them to make reading selections.  Requests may be made in person, by telephone at (212) 621-0564, or through postage-free mail.  Books are on loan for four weeks.

OTHER SERVICES OFFERED BY THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY:

In Manhattan and the Bronx, the New York Public Library has two other services that help link people with special needs to the full range of library resources. They are Project ACCESS of the Mid-Manhattan Library, 455 Fifth Avenue, and Services for the Disabled of the Fordham Library Center, 2556 Bainbridge Avenue. Both offer adaptive technology, such as the Kurzweil Personal Reader, closed-circuit television magnifiers, and other microcomputer-based reading aids. Project ACCESS (212) 340-0843 and Services for the Disabled (718) 220-6578.

New Associate life members:

Federico J. Arboleda, Vincent Argiro, William J. Ball, Leo L. 

Buchalski, Harry E. Carson Jr., Booker T. Carroll, Alejandro 

Delgado, James A. Devan, Julius Feldman, Wallace W. Hickok, 

Victor Jaraway, Henry J. Kotlarz, Joseph Lempke, Bernard 

O’Rorke, Thomas R. Marriott Jr., Chester Mauro, Losion Muldrow, 

Harold Myrick, John E. Oney, John R. Palmer, John J. Rohan, 

William D. Rotner, Bernard Shands, Steven R. Yunor

BLIND ANNUITY CHANGE: by Geraldine McDonnell

The 1998 New York State Legislative Session produced many significant and beneficial legislative changes. The eligibility for the Veterans Blind Annuity will be extended to those unremarried spouses of blind veterans whose marriage took place between March 14, 1936 and May 7, 1975. 

This Chapter 233 change will take effect on April 1, 1999.

CONSPICIOUS SERVICE STAR: by Geraldine McDonnell

Chapter 184 of New York State amends the Military Law to create 

a new State Military Decoration, the “Conspicuous Service Star”. 

This decoration will be awarded to any citizen of New York who, 

while serving in the Armed Forces of the United States, also 

received a Unit-Level Presidential, Congressional, U.S. Defense 

Department, or Joint Chiefs of Staff Citation for combat 

participation or meritorious service. The Act stipulates that the 

recipient need not have been a State resident at the time of entry 

into the Armed Forces. This Act will take effect on November 4, 

1998.

VETERANS ‘ ALTERNATIVE EXEMPTIONS: 

by Geraldine McDonnell

Chapter 433 amends the Real Property Tax Law to require an applicant for the alternative veterans’ real property tax exemption to refile only if changes have occurred affecting his or her qualification for the exemption, such as changes in the disability rating of the veteran, the ownership of the property, or the form of ownership of the property. This Act took effect July 22nd, 1998.

Editors Message

This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody,

Anybody, and Nobody. There was an important job to be done, and

Everybody was asked to do it. Everybody was sure Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody's job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could......... 

Does the above paragraph remind you of anyone? Please send articles for this newsletter from around the state to: 

Dennis J. O’Connell,, Editor 

The BVA Beacon

303 Carnation Avenue

Floral Park, NY 11001

Two or three people shouldn’t do everything!

In September I again traveled to Iowa for the 5th Annual Blind 

Veterans Tee Tournament. 115 participants showed up and our 

own Jim Skuggevik from Long Island won the longest shot from the 

tee in his category. Carl Luman from Manhattan came for the first time 

and then took an extra 2 weeks vacation and traveled around the 

Midwest with his cousin from Florida. I then traveled up to Maine for 

the First Annual Eye Opener Golf Tournament. It was sponsored by 

the VA and the Commission for the Blind. The weather and company 

was good and I’m looking forward to be invited again next year.

Applications are out for the DAV Winter Sports Clinic in CO. We would 

like to see more veterans from upstate joining us in the challenge of 

“Miracle on the Mountain.”

The Thirteenth National Veterans Golden Age Games will be held from August 7th to the 12th, 1999 in Geneva, New York.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS TO REMBERS:

To receive health care at VA medical facilities, request an application by calling Department of VA at 1-888-798-8476 and in New York City 1-212-951-5400.

New York State Division of Veterans’ Affairs 1-888-VETS-NYS.

VFW Hot Line 1-800-839-1899 (operates 24 hours a day).

