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FOLDING FLAG CEREMONY 

Ms. Dolores Gage contributed this article to the Blinded Veterans Association Of Wisconsin, Inc. September, 1999 Newsletter:

The folding flag Ceremony represents the same religious principles which our country was originally founded. The FLAG! The portion of the Flag denoting honor is the canton of blue containing the stars representing states our veterans served in uniform. The canton field of blue dresses from left to right, and is only inverted when draped as a pall on a casket of a veteran who has served our country honorably in uniform. In the evening in the armed forces of the United States, at the ceremony of Retreat after taps has been sounded, the FLAG is lowered and folded in a triangle and kept under watch throughout the night as a tribute to our Nations honored dead. The next morning it is brought out at the Ceremony of Reveille and run up aloft as a symbol of our belief in the resurrection of the body. 

--The first fold of Our Flag is A Symbol of Life. 

--The second fold is a Symbol of Our Belief in the Eternal Life. 

--The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks who gave a portion of his life for the defense of our Country to attain peace throughout the world not to have been in vain and shall ever be forgotten. 

--The fourth fold represents our weaker nature; for as American citizens trusting in God, for it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times of war for high Divine Guidance. 

--The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of the 

immortal Stephen Decatur, "Our Country, in dealing with other countries, may she always be right, but it is still our Country, right or wrong. 

--The six fold for this is where our hearts lie and it is with our hearts 

that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

--The seventh fold is a tribute to our armed forces for it is through these same armed forces that we protect our country and our flag against all her enemies whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic. 

--The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the Valley of the shadow of death that we might see the light of day, and this fold is made to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day. 

--The ninth fold is a tribute to our womanhood, for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the characters of the men that have made this country great have been molded. 

--The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he too has given of his sons for the defense of our country since she was first born. 

--The eleventh fold for the eyes of a Hebrew citizen. This represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon and glorifies in their eyes the God of Abraham, The God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 

--The twelfth fold for in the eyes of a Christian citizen, this represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies in their eyes God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. 

--We fold from the stripes toward the stars for whereas the stripes represent the thirteen original colonies that founded our Republic and they are now embodied in the fifty sovereign states represented by the stars, so that the stars cover the stripes. 

--When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, which reminds us of our national motto, "In God we trust." 

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington and the sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones and they, followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States have preserved for us the rights, privileges and freedom which we are enjoying today. 

Fishing:

The Helen Keller Fishing Club is now scheduling trips aboard boats for the 2000 season from ports along the North and South Shores of Long Island. The club is entering it’s fifty second season and is the only deep sea fishing club in the United States for men and women who are blind, visually impaired, or deaf-blind. If you are interested in accompanying this unique club for a day of fishing and relaxation, or want more information on becoming a member: contact Walter Bach at Helen Keller Services for the Blind, at 1 718 522-2122 ext. 347 at least 2 weeks in advance.

Helen Keller Fishing trip Schedule for this year is as follows:

Saturday, June 24, 7 AM The Spray out of Freeport

Saturday, July 22, 7 AM the Spray out of Freeport

Saturday, August 19, 7 AM the Spray out of Freeport

Saturday, October 29, 7 AM The Shamrock out of New Rochelle

NEW YORK Adaptive Technology Fair 
Mark your calendar! Don't miss the Adaptive Technology

Fair, Saturday, June 10, 2000, 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., at

135 West 23rd Street, New York, NY, first floor auditorium.

The fair will be co-hosted by The Tenants Association of

Selis Manor (TA) and the Visually Impaired Computer Users

Group of New York City (VICUG-NYC).

The purpose of the fair is to provide a hands-on

demonstration of the latest adaptive technology to the

blind and visually impaired community of New York City, many

of whom will be unable to attend the major consumer

conventions, yet will need to make choices concerning

appropriate adaptive technology in their lives.

Many of the top companies in the assistive technology industry

will be exhibiting their products.

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE?

Assemblyman Ron Tocci (D-C New Rochelle) is actively assisting veterans who are eligible to receive New York State’s highest commendation-The Conspicuous Service Cross (CSC). “I can think of no greater recognition than the awarding of this medal,” said Tocci while reviewing a list of past recipients. “There are many New York veterans, probably hundreds, who are also deserving of this award. Hopefully they will make application and be recognized too.”

The CSC is presented by the Division of Military and Naval Affairs to any current New York State citizen or person who was a New York citizen while serving on full time active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States; and whose entire service was honorable.

The award of the Conspicuous Service Cross Is based on prior awards of military decorations which include: the Medal of Honor; the Purple Heart; Distinguished Service Cross; Distinguished Service Medals; the Bronze Star; the Silver Star; and 35 other military awards. Other special criteria for qualification include having served at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941; directly participated in the D-Day invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944; or having been a prisoner of war. Appropriate documentation is required. 

For a complete list of prior eligible awards and an official application, please contact Assemblyman Tocci’s office at 1-518-455-4897 or write to Assemblyman Ron Tocci, Room 841 LOB, Albany, NY 12248.

NEW TREATMENT FOR FIGHTING MACULAR DEGENERATION

On Thursday April 13, 2000 the US Food & Drug Administration announced approval for “VISUDYNE” therapy. It is the first treatment to slow vision loss in people with “wet, age-related macular degeneration,” said a FDA spokesman. Called AMD, it is a disease of the retina and causes severe and irreversible vision loss.

Visudyne therapy, relatively painless, takes about twenty minutes, and can be performed in doctor’s office. The cost is expected to be about $2,000 per treatment, according to a Canadian firm, QLT PhotoTherapeutics, which makes the drug to fight AMD. Five treatments over two years might become standard. Visudyne therapy slows retinal damage but does not stop the vision loss or restore vision in eyes that have been damaged by AMD, according to the FDA.

Medicare is expected to cover much of the cost for elderly patients receiving the Visudyne treatment.

