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WHAT IS A VET? By Father Denis Edward O'Brien, USMC
Some veterans bear visible signs of their service: a missing limb, a jagged scar, a certain look in the eye. Others may carry the evidence inside them: a pin holding a bone together, a piece of shrapnel in the leg - or perhaps another sort of inner steel:
The soul's ally forged in the refinery of adversity. Except in parades, however, the men and women who have kept America safe wear no badge or emblem. You can't tell a vet just by looking.
What is a vet?
He is the cop on the beat who spent six months in Saudi Arabia 
sweating two gallons a day making sure the armored personnel carriers didn't run out of fuel.
He is the barroom loudmouth, dumber than five wooden planks, whose overgrown frat-boy behavior is outweighed a hundred times in
the cosmic scales by four hours of exquisite bravery near the 38th
parallel.
She - or he - is the nurse who fought against futility and went
to sleep sobbing every night for two solid years in Da Nang.
He is the POW who went away one person and came back another - or didn't come back AT ALL.
He is the Quantico drill instructor who has never seen combat -
but has saved countless lives by turning slouchy, no-account
red necks and gang members into Marines, and teaching them to
watch each other's backs.
He is the parade - riding Legionnaire who pins on his ribbons
and medals with a prosthetic hand.
He is the career quartermaster who watches the ribbons and medals pass him by.
He is the three anonymous heroes in The Tomb Of The Unknowns,
whose Presence at the Arlington National Cemetery must forever preserve the memory of all the anonymous heroes whose valor dies unrecognized with them on the battlefield or in the ocean's sunless deep.
He is the old guy bagging groceries at the supermarket - annoyingly slow - who helped liberate a Nazi death
camp and who wishes all day long that his wife were still alive to
hold him when the nightmares come.
He is the blind man or woman with a white cane, a guide dog, or a cane that makes funny noises to alarm them he or she is approaching something like a step, wall, or curb. He or she too is the one who is rarely spoken to but rather whispered about or pointed to. Otherwise for the most part all but totally ignored, all while living with the memory of the last sight or vision was of horror.
He or she too is the one in the wheel chair in a tattered coat trying
to find refuge from the wind and shelter from the storms of war in their mind. 

He is an ordinary and yet an extraordinary human being - a
person who offered some of his life's most vital years in the service of
his country, and who sacrificed his ambitions so others would not
have to sacrifice theirs.
He is a soldier and a savior and a sword against the darkness,
and he is nothing more than the finest, greatest testimony on
behalf of the finest, greatest nation ever known.
 So remember, each time you see someone who has served our
country, just lean over and say Thank You. That's all most people need, and in most cases it will mean more than any medals they could have been awarded or were awarded.
Two little words that mean a lot, "THANK YOU".
 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER!

Anthony Merolle and his son Philip have been driving and helping blinded veterans from the Northport VAMC to the New York Regional Group BVA meetings in Manhattan for the past 5 years.

The following is an article that appeared in the “New York State DAV Newsletter”

PHILIP MEROLLE DAV $5,000 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

Anthony Merolle of Holbrook, New York, life member, Volunteer driver and citizen extraordinaire, is a proud Dad today. His 17 year old son, Philip, has just been awarded the coveted $5,000 National College Scholarship.

Philip’s remarkable young life demonstrates all of the finer traits of our youth today. He is an all around good fella, an honor student at the Faith Academy, Farmingdale, Long Island. 

He is the recipient of awards for varsity tennis, soccer and baseball; Community Awards for the service to the elderly; a Certificate of Appreciation for his 226 hours of service to blinded veterans at the Northport VA Medical Center. His devotion to Veteran’s needs is obvious. For the past 5 years, he has cheerfully traveled 42 miles to Northport to perform his volunteer duties.

Philip has established himself as a positive role model for all youths. He is calm, compassionate and a good listener. He is a fine American and a great kid, a real pleasure to know and we wish him and his Mom and Dad all the best, and continued good fortune.

MORE ABOUT FUNERALS  by Bonnie Tippy, who is the executive director of the New York State Funeral Directors Association

Before the Internet, it was often difficult and time consuming for survivors or persons dealing with end of life issues to get the necessary facts to make informed decisions, or to explore available options. Now, it is possible to access at one's convenience a variety of Websites that can be enormously helpful. Consumers without home computers can visit most local libraries to use the Internet and print out the information they need.

The New York State Funeral Directors Association's Website

"www.nysfda.org"

contains a wealth of information and resources for consumers with questions about funerals. Topics include cremation and burial options, pre-arrangement and Medicaid issues, and information

on merchandise selection and purchase.

This site also provides resources for dealing with grief and

bereavement and links to other sites that can be helpful. For those

individuals who do not have a family funeral director, there is a

searchable listing of New York State Funeral Directors Association's

members so that a neighborhood funeral home can be located quickly and easily.

Consumers may also print out a "Personal and Financial Affairs

Checklist" to record all important data in one place to make it easier

for survivors to find Social Security numbers, veteran's service

records, etc. needed to complete paperwork at the time of death. The

checklist can also disclose the individual's funeral service

preferences if he or she has not preplanned a funeral.

The Veterans Administration's Website 

"www.va.gov"

provides information on dependents' and survivors' benefits. It also links to the National Cemetery Administration's site designed to help survivors of deceased veterans research the VA's national cemeteries and burial benefits. This site also has information regarding military funerals, reimbursement of burial expenses (if applicable), availability of cemetery markers and guidelines for the procurement of a burial flag.

Death and survivor benefits for widows, widowers and dependent

children can be researched at the Social Security Administration's

Website 

"www.ssa.gov.".

In addition, the Website has information on what to do when a beneficiary dies, disability benefits and SSI benefits for low income seniors.

Internet communication features have made dramatic changes in the ways we memorialize loved ones. 

"www.eRemembrances.com"

is a memorial program developed by the New York State Funeral Directors Association. This service will notify family and friends in a fraction of the time that phone calls would require, and let them know the details of the funeral service without having to repeat the story over and over again. A life story can be created for the Website using photos and text. The "eRemembrances" Website will also feature an online condolence response form allowing friends and family to respond immediately with words of comfort and support. Links to other sites will allow friends and family hundreds of miles away to instantly send flowers or fruit, or e-mail a lovely message of sympathy.

Using these Website addresses with their up-to-date information and

services can be very helpful to survivors and loved ones who are

trying to cope at a very stressful time in their lives. 
