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SYRACUSE CHAPTER ELECTIONS

The following officers were reelected on August 7:

President: William Irwin, Vice President:  Frank Perito, 

Secretary/Treasurer: Joe Martone and Chaplin: Lincoln Howze 

ScripTalk... When will it happen?

The ScripTalk works by connecting a microchip to a small, paper-thin antennae. When the hand held device is within range of the antennae it receives a signal that then gives information to the individual such as the name of the patient, the name of the drug, the dosage, general instructions, warnings, prescription number & doctor’s name & phone number.

You might be asking... "When will ScripTalk be installed in my area?

Well, the ScripTalk system being made available to vets all over the

U.S.  In fact, the VA Undersecretary of Health, Dr. Robert Roswell, has

stated that this system will be VA-wide within the next 12 months.

Here's a current list of VA ScripTalk locations:

San Antonio, Dallas, Washington DC, Spokane WA, Pittsburgh, 

Lexington KY, West Palm Beach FL, McAllen TX, Corpus Christie, Waco, and Augusta, GA.

As always, the first locations to get services like ScripTalk are

hospitals where vets are asking for it.  The squeaky wheel gets the

most oil, so let your hospital know you want to stay safe with your medicines.

NEW I. D. MATE

The newest version of the I.D. mate is out!  This product helps with the

identification of items in the home or the workplace using the product's

bar code or UPC.  It can be used to identify and get detailed

information about any product or item that is not identified by touch.

I.D. mate II can be used to identify cans, jars, boxes, bottles,

clothing, playing cards, prescription drugs, compact discs, albums,

cassette tapes, diskettes, important papers or file folders and the list

goes on and on!  It's as easy to use as a cassette player.

The memory card comes with a database of over 750,000 grocery, pharmacy, & music items already installed!  As an added benefit, many items in this database include extended package information including:

nutritional information, ingredients, warnings, etc.   In addition to

this, you can record your own messages for any item.

It comes with large print and cassette instructions, plus built-in

talking help mode.    The I.D. mate II is a VA approved product and

upgrades from old version of I.D. mate are available.  For more information contact En-Vision America at: 1-800-890-1180.

NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE 8/4/03

The Department of Veterans Affairs announced plans today to close 7 hospitals, open others and refocus its health care services as part of a major restructuring.

The plan includes major changes at 13 facilities, a Veterans Affairs spokeswoman, Karen Fedele, said.

The Department wants to close hospitals in Brecksville, Ohio; Canandaigua, NY; Gulfport, Mississippi; Lexington, KY; Livermore, CA; Pittsburg, PA; and Waco, TX.

The plan also calls for opening hospitals in Las Vegas, Nevada and Orlando, FL. Adding centers for the blind in Biloxi, Mississippi and Long Beach, CA, and placing new spinal injury centers in Albany and Syracuse, NY; Denver, CO; Little Rock, AK; and Minneapolis, MN.

The proposals are part of a restructuring begun on June 5, 2002, and intended to shift the agency’s focus to outpatient care, place services where they are needed most and save money by eliminating underused and outdated services and facilities.

“This is probably the most comprehensive assessment of VA infrastructure since WW II,” Anthony J. Principi, the Veterans Affairs Secretary, said.

A 15 member commission appointed by Secretary Principi will consider the proposed changes, hold hearings in about a week and make recommendations. As with military base closings, the Secretary must accept or reject the plan as a whole. His decision is expected by the end of the year.

Secretary Principi said the proposed restructuring was not only about closing and realigning facilities but also about expansion and modernization. The objective, he said, is to meet the needs of veterans for the next 20 years.

“I’m not trying to save money” he said. “I’m trying to transform an infrastructure that has been built or acquired over the past 50 years.”

The proposals have run into opposition from veterans groups and lawmakers.

Joy Ilem, Assistant National Legislative Director for Disabled American Veterans, questioned the need for closures. “When we have hundreds of thousands of veterans on waiting lists” Ms. Ilem said, “We don’t want to see facilities closed due to fiscal problems.”

Senator Charles E. Schumer, Democrat of NY, said, “At a time where many troops are overseas and will need these services when they come home, you want to bolster our veterans’ health care, not gut it.”

FACTS ABOUT the DEPARTMENT of VETERANS AFFAIRS; Part 2

Since 1979, VA’s Readjustment Counseling Service has operated Vet Centers, which provide psychological counseling for war-related trauma, community outreach, case management and referral activities, plus supportive social services to veterans and family members.  There are 206 Vet Centers. 

Since the first Vet Center opened, approximately 1.6 million veterans have been helped.   Every year, the Vet Centers serve over 126,000 veterans and handle at least 900,000 visits from veterans and family members.  

Vet Centers are open to any veteran who served in the military in a combat theater during wartime or anywhere during a period of armed hostilities.  Vet Centers also provide trauma counseling to veterans who were sexually assaulted or harassed while on active duty.

VA provides health care and benefits assistance to more than 100,000 homeless veterans each year.  While the proportion of veterans among the homeless is declining, VA actively engages veterans in outreach, medical care, benefits assistance and transitional housing services.  VA has made more than 30 grants for transitional housing, service centers and vans for outreach and transportation to state and local governments, tribal governments, non-profit community and faith-based service providers. 

Programs for alcoholism, drug addiction and post-traumatic stress disorder have been expanded in recent years, along with attention to environmental hazards. 

Indispensable to providing America's veterans with quality medical care are more than 94,754 volunteers in VA's Voluntary Service who donate more than 13 million hours of service each year to bring companionship and care to hospitalized veterans.  

Research

While providing high quality health care to the nation's veterans, VA also conducts an array of research on some of the most difficult challenges facing medical science today.  VA has become a world leader in such research areas as aging, women’s health, AIDS, post-traumatic stress disorder and other mental health issues. VA research has improved medical care for veterans and the nation.  

VA researchers played key roles in developing the cardiac pacemaker, the CT scan, radioimmunoassay and improvements in artificial limbs.  The first liver transplant in the world was performed by a VA surgeon-researcher.  VA clinical trials established the effectiveness of new treatments for tuberculosis, schizophrenia and high blood pressure. The "Seattle Foot," developed in VA, allows people with amputations to run and jump. VA contributions to medical knowledge have won VA scientists many prestigious awards, including the Nobel Prize.   

Seventy-five percent of VA researchers are practicing physicians.  Because of their dual roles, VA research often immediately benefits patients.  Functional electrical stimulation, a technology using controlled electrical current to activate paralyzed muscles, is being developed at VA clinical facilities and laboratories throughout the country.  Through this technology, paraplegic patients have been able to grasp objects, stand, and even walk short distances. 

Special VA centers of excellence throughout the nation conduct research in rehabilitation, health services and medical conditions including AIDS, alcoholism, schizophrenia, stroke and Parkinson’s disease.  Multi-center clinical trials investigate the best therapy for various diseases. Current projects include testing aspirin therapy for heart patients, surgical treatment to reduce the risk of stroke and treatment options for prostate cancer.

VA investigators continue to make major contributions to the understanding of post-traumatic stress disorder and Agent Orange exposure, both research areas resulting from the Vietnam War. More recently, VA has conducted a 

number of Gulf War-related research projects and has two environmental hazards research centers focusing on the possible health effects of environmental exposures of Gulf War veterans. 

(more to follow in the next issue!) 

GOD BLESS AMERICA

