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result from visiting the chapters  by: Enrique Sanchez

As you were previously informed, on October 22 our President Dennis O'Connell, our Regional Service Officer Stephen Matthews, our volunteer driver Anthony Merolle and myself set out on a roaming trip to the North visiting the three Chapters of the Regional Group. 

The first stop was Buffalo and we were cordially received in the office of the VIST coordinator, Elaine Powers, and the Chapter President, Richard Buscemi, was also present. We proceeded to a room where the meeting was open with the Pledge of  Allegiance  and then handed over to Dennis O’Connell who proceeded to talk about the Regional Group meeting on November  16 at the Manhattan VAMC. He also discussed the TEE Tournament, the winter sports Clinic and the idea of hosting the national convention for the year 2006 in Buffalo. The idea was accepted with much  concern, and it will be voted on at the next Chapter meeting. Dennis also discussed the upcoming National Convention in Myrtle Beach and how he would like to see more participation to it from around the State.

Stephen Matthews then spoke about filing a claim or reopening an old one. Membership in the BVA, pension state annuity, co-payment, West Haven Blind Center and what the BVA does for all  Blind Centers across the Nation was also mentioned by Steve. If anyone wanted to contact him, he can be reached at 1-800-669-7079 and leave a message. He will return your call.

Day 3 we arrived in Syracuse and went to the VAMC  and met the VIST coordinator, Mary Lou Mendez, in her office. We repeated the procedure of informing the Chapter of what we discussed in Buffalo and had a question and answer chat with them.

On day 4  we arrived in Albany and had a short meeting with the Chapter. Information question and answers were exchanged.

Over all it was a great trip and very rewarding. The idea of the National Convention in Buffalo, which was explained to the three Chapters, was well taken. They said that they will support the venture and try and make it a possible event for the Regional Group. 

One of the points that was very important was that there are many VETERANS who are not aware of the BVA and the VIST program. So, if  you see a brother or sister that needs our service please inform them of what is available out there for them.

In closing  this report, I recommend that you BE informed, get involved.

dental eligibility 

from Joe Sledge, (Public Affairs Officer, Northport VAMC)

1. A service-connected compensable dental disability  (eligible for

comprehensive dental care)

2. 100% service-connected disability  (eligible for comprehensive dental care)

3. POW greater than 90 days (eligible for comprehensive dental care)

4. One-time course of treatment for a service-connected non-compensable dental condition shown to have existed at time of discharge if application to VA is made within 90 days of separation from active duty

5. Have a dental condition clinically determined by VA to be currently

aggravating a service-connected medical condition (eligible for dental care to resolve the problem)

6. Those with a service-connected non-compensable dental condition or disability resulting from combat wounds or service trauma and those with service-connected non-compensable dental condition or disability and were POW <90 days (eligible for repeat care for the service-connected condition)

7. Those participating in VA educational programs (eligible for dental care necessary to complete their program
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As an aside, many WWII veterans note that they had teeth extracted during their active duty, for reasons of decay or periodontal disease.  Eligibility to have these teeth replaced prosthetically was rescinded in 1954.

CONSUMERS CHECK LIST FOR PREFUNDING A FUNERAL

By: Bonnie Tippy, executive director of the New York State Funeral

Directors Association

Funeral is a loving gesture for those you leave behind as it relieves

them of decision-making at a stressful time. It is a simple procedure

that doesn't take much time and allows you to make specific choices

such as music, flowers, and type of service for your funeral based on

your personal preferences.

Preplanning also sets aside funeral funding so your family will not

have to deal with monetary considerations. New York State consumers who prefund their funerals have their money protected by the strongest laws in the nation which require that such funds be placed in an interest-bearing trust account where the principal and interest remain the property of the consumer.

When you have prefunded a funeral in New York State, you should feel positive and comfortable about the following check list:

1. Did you a receive a copy of the funeral home's General Price List?

2. Did you receive a copy of the Itemization Statement and Preneed

Agreement you signed with the funeral home?

3. Did you receive a Confirmation Statement of the money you left as a deposit within 30 days? Was this deposit sent to the financial

institution within 10 days of the date you signed your agreement? Does the name of the depository (i.e. financial institution) appear on the confirmation? Was your money placed in an interest-bearing account or government backed investment, such as United States Treasury bonds?

4. If you are currently receiving or have applied for Medicaid, did

you sign an Irrevocable Agreement? By law, you must sign such an

agreement which requires that any money left over after the funeral

will be returned to the local Department of Social Services office.

5. When you make additional deposits to your prefund account, you must receive a confirmation statement of each deposit.

6. Look for an Annual Statement at year-end which will show your

activity, including interest payments. (You may be responsible for

paying income tax on these interest payments depending on your

particular situation.)

It is important to remember that the money in your prefund account

belongs to you. Upon written request, the funeral home must advise you of the account balance, including interest. If your account is

revocable, upon written request, you may withdraw the principal and

interest at any time without penalty.

When preplanning a funeral, it is important to tell family members

about the arrangements and where the relevant documents are kept.

Copies should be given to a spouse or next-of-kin so that they will be

aware of your wishes. It's not a good idea to keep them in a safe

deposit box or attorney's office because they will not be easily

accessible after death.

If you need more information about the preplanning process, your

neighborhood funeral director will be happy to answer any questions

you have. Or visit the New York State Funeral Directors Association's

Web site at:

www.nysfda.org.

NYSFDA has published a comprehensive brochure Preplanning Prefunding a Funeral which explains different

types of funeral agreements, contains sample preplan documents and features information for SSI and Medicaid recipients. Consumers may order it for a nominal postage and handling fee of $5 by contacting NYSFDA on their Web site, or at 426 New Karner Road, Albany, NY 12205.

Reimbursement for Funeral Expenses for Disabled Veterans 

The recently passed Veterans Education and Benefits Expansion Act

of 2001 raises the reimbursement amounts for funeral expenses and

cemetery plots for service-disabled veterans and provides

government markers for veterans' graves even if families have

already installed private markers.

Under the terms of the new law, burial and funeral expense

allowances rise from $1,500 to $2,000 and the cemetery plot

allowance for certain other disabled veterans rises from $150 to

$300. Requests for government markers for veterans buried in

private cemeteries, even if their graves have headstones or

markers furnished at private expense, must be honored under the

new law. The applicant must certify that the marker will be

placed only in a cemetery. The VA will send the marker only to a

designated cemetery.

Plot allowances are paid when a veteran is buried in a non-

government cemetery. Also, the veterans must meet one of the

following three criteria: he/she was eligible to receive VA

disability compensation or a VA pension, was discharged from

military service due to disability or died in a VA hospital.

The change applies to deaths on or after Dec. 1, 2001. The new

provision for markers applies to veterans' who die on or after

Dec. 27, 2001.

Folding Ceremony Honors U.S. Flag

from the DAV Magazine - 2002:1 -

This is a Follow up to my Spring, 2000 issue

Often times we are asked if there is any specific ceremony to use with the folding of the Flag of the United States of America. Though we can find no specific recognized national ceremony, there are several ceremonial versions available. Among these is the National Flag Foundation's Flag Folding Ceremony.

While several of the flag folding ceremonies provide honorable tribute to the U.S. flag, the ceremony authored by the National Flag Foundation is an especially appropriate one to share with DAV and Auxiliary members who may want to incorporate the ceremony into events involving the folding of the U.S. flag. Prior to the folding of the flag, this ceremony is conducted by reading the following:

The first fold stands for liberty. In America we have freedom to pursue an education, to own property, to elect our representatives, to attend the church of our choice, to speak out, to travel freely, to seek the "American Dream." The white stripes of the flag symbolize our liberty.

The second fold represents unity. It was Abraham Lincoln who stated that a house divided against itself cannot stand. National unity in the face of natural

disasters and outside threats from would-be conquerors has preserved our constitutional republic.

The third fold stands for justice. In America we believe that every person stands equal before the law and is deserving of just and fair treatment. The laborer and the lawyer are both entitled to the same justice in America. The blue of the flag embodies justice.

The fourth fold symbolizes perseverance. To persevere means to endure, to remain steadfast despite severe hardship and obstacles. U.S. cyclist Lance Armstrong overcame cancer, persevered and went on to win one of cycling's most challenging races, the Tour de France. The Continental Army suffered one setback after another and persevered through the terrible winter of 1777 at Valley Forge before claiming any significant victory.

The fifth fold represents hardiness. Hardiness is the state of being able to withstand difficulty and remain resolute in the face of opposition.

The aggressors in World War II underestimated American hardiness. They thought that Americans were soft and would not endure hardship. The soldiers and sailors that fought at Normandy and Iwo Jima proved them wrong.

The sixth fold stands for valor. Valor is courage. It is the act of standing up for what is right even in the face of opposition. Nathan Hale, a famous patriot from the Revolutionary War, was captured by the British in September 1776 as a spy. Before he was hanged, his great valor was evidenced with his dying words, "I only regret that I have but one life to give for my country." The red color in our flag represents valor, indicative of the blood of all the heroes like Nathan Hale who sacrificed for our freedom.

The seventh fold symbolizes purity. A nation that is pure is free from taint, from what weakens, pollutes or renders it ineffective. Our founding fathers illuminated freedom's path for us when they created the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. The purity of these documents enabled the United States of America to become the greatest of all nations, a land of liberty which beckons to all who are seeking asylum from persecution and oppression.

The eighth fold represents innocence. Innocence implies that one is unacquainted with evil and is thus free from sin. George Washington once stated, "The love of my country will be the ruling influence of my conduct." Americans pay tribute to him and to all those who give devoted service to uphold freedom's ideals without selfish or evil motivations.

The ninth fold signifies sacrifice. To sacrifice is to give up something for an ideal, belief, or end. America exists today because of the sacrifices of countless Americans. Many have made the ultimate sacrifice in the battles for freedom waged in Colonial America, during two World Wars, in Korea, in Vietnam, in the Gulf War, in Bosnia, and in other locations throughout the world. We pay tribute to them and to the firefighters, policemen, soup kitchen volunteers, members of our armed forces, and numerous others who continue to sacrifice for their fellow men today.

The tenth fold stands for honor. One who has honor has a keen sense of ethical conduct. To give honor to a person or ideal is to show outward respect for them. We give thanks for all who have acted with honor in the establishment and growth of our nation. We pray that each citizen and all those who represent us in government will conduct themselves in a manner that will continue to bring honor to our nation and to our flag.

The eleventh fold symbolizes independence. Independence is the quality or state of being free, of being able to make choices as individuals and as an independent nation. Ever since the birth of this nation, Americans have fiercely defended their independence against all would-be oppressors. Patrick Henry articulated the sentiments of his fellow Americans past, present, and future when he uttered those famous words, "Give me liberty, or give me death." America stands

as an icon of freedom and independence for the oppressed of the world. May it always remain so.

The twelfth fold represents truth. Truth is the body of real things, events, and facts. It is preserved through adherence to reality and avoidance of falsehoods.

America was established upon the God-given truths articulated in the Declaration of Independence "that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." Adherence to these truths has made America the great nation that it is. We pledge that we will continue this great legacy of truth, that we will avoid falsehoods so that in America all men, women, and children may forever be free.

The National Flag Foundation is headquartered in Flag Plaza, 1275 Bedford Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219. This unique facility was built for the Greater Pittsburgh Council, Boy Scouts of America, and is known as "The Flag Heart of America." For more than 30 years, The National Flag Foundation has been America's leading

nonprofit patriotic organization devoted to promoting respect for our nation's most important symbol. The Foundation's mission is to teach the youth of America to have pride for the flag and to become more responsible citizens.

Anyone visiting the Pittsburgh area that would like to visit the foundation is encouraged to call (412) 261-1776 to schedule a guided tour of the facilities.

For more information about how to honor and display the Flag of the United States of America a brochure is available from the Disabled American Veterans.

Address your request for a brochure to: DAV National Headquarters, American Flag Brochure, P.O. Box 14301, Cincinnati, OH 45250-0301.

REMEMBER THIS?

This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody,

Anybody, and Nobody. There was an important job to be done, and

Everybody was asked to do it. Everybody was sure Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody's job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could......... 

Reprinted from the Fall, 1998 issue of The BVA Beacon. Does the above paragraph remind you of anyone? GET INVOLVED! 

"It is the soldier, not the reporter who has given us the freedom of

the press. It is the soldier, not the poet, who has given us the

freedom of speech. It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who

gives us the freedom to demonstrate. It is the soldier who salutes the

flag, who serves beneath the flag, and whose coffin is draped by the

flag, who allows the protester to burn the flag." 

Father Dennis Edward O'Brien, Sergeant, USMC

