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NEW LIFE AND ASSOCIATED LIFE MEMBERS  by: John D. Harrington

Ivan Benson, Raymond Berry, William Birch, Dominick Caldrone, 

Edward Carter, Charles Casso, Joseph Cioppa, Robert Click, Johnny Coates,

Evelyn Cosco, Ralph Dominguez, Robert Friedman, Raymond Gables, 

Peter Germano, John Gonzalez, Frederick Gorman, John Hawkins, 

Robert Hayes, Fred Helwig, Patrick Hicks, William Hunter, Wilbur Jones,

Charles Junjules, Francis King, Michael Laberge, Philip Levine, 

William Mardorf, Charles Martin, James McGarr, Peter Meade, 

Richard Murphy, Stanley Nowicki, John O’Brien, Frank Policastri, Raymond Quinn, Edward Rahn, Jr., Leroy Rhodes, Charles Russo, 

Craig Stetson, Peter Swanson, Walter Tanzer, Jack Tarins, George Vancore, 

Frank VanNess, Joseph Walker, James Wallace, Kenneth Walsh, 

Lewis Wardwell, Bennett Washington

THE STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL

The State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) mandated under the Federal Rehabilitation Act, advises and works in partnership with the Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped (CBVH). In carrying out its main responsibility to oversee the operation of CBVH, it relies on its diverse members representing consumers, advocacy groups, service providers, and others in the field of blindness, to bring their unique experiences and perspectives on the issues and concerns of legally blind New Yorkers served by CBVH.

The SRC discharges its duties through subcommittees and in general meetings conducted quarterly. Appointments to the SRC are made by the Governor. Terms are usually for a 3-year period. Officers are elected by the members. 

The Editor was asked to, accepted and was appointed 

(over)

by Governor Pataki to serve on the SRC as the BVA representative. 

The SRC is committed to partner with CBVH in enriching the lives of legally blind New Yorkers through personal and vocational rehabilitation.

UPDATE ON LEGISLATION

Tom Zampieri, the new BVA Director of Government Relations, would like all BVA members, their families and friends to contact their Representative in the House to ask them to co-sponsor bill HR 3579. 

This bill will add 75 Blind Rehabilitation Outpatient Specialists (BROS) to the VA system. A BROS is a qualified individual who goes to the residence of a blind veteran who can’t leave home and attend a VA blind rehabilitation center. The blind veteran will be trained at home in whatever he/she needs, such as living skills, mobility, training with a CC TV, etc.

The toll free number to call Congress is: 1 866 727-4894 and when the operator answers, ask for your Representative’s office.

Other Veteran Pending Legislation:

Legislation introduced by Sen. John Thune (R-SD) would guarantee adequate funding for the Veterans Health Administration and improve medical access in rural areas and better reimbursement for travel expenses related to VA medical care.

The measure (S. 963) also would allow Medicare-eligible veterans to spend their Medicare health care dollars where they receive quality health care services and treatment.

Legislation to guarantee adequate funding for veterans health care also has been introduced in the House and Senate, including 

HR 1515, introduced by Rep. Lane Evans (D-IL), HR 2735, introduced by Rep. Christopher Smith (R-NJ), and S. 331, introduced by Sen. Tim Johnson (D-SD).

BVA members are also asked to urge their Senators and Representatives to co-sponsor and support passage of these other important bills to guarantee adequate funding for veterans health care.

Your help is vital:  call or write your Representatives today!

REMINDER! 

Your New York Regional Group is the host RG for the 2006 BVA National Convention starting August 15, 2006 in Buffalo. It will be the closest BVA convention to your home that you will ever have.

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

