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NO CHARGE FOR DIRECTORY ASSISTANCE

Phone companies are charging us $1.00 or more for 411 information calls

when they don't have to. When you need to use the 411/information option, simply dial 1-800-FREE-411 or 1 800 373 3411 without incurring a charge.

This works on both your home phones and cell phones.  

Legal Blindness Updated 

From the DAV Blind Chapter newsletter, 

The Social Security Administration published new rules for visual  disorders in the Federal Register (71 FR 67037) on November 20, 2006. These rules became effective on  February 20, 2007. As in the past, statutory/legal blindness continues to be defined as best corrected visual acuity of  20/200 or less in the better eye; or a visual field limitation such that the widest diameter of the visual field, in the better eye, subtends an angle no greater than 20 degrees, as measured with a Goldmann III4e or equivalent size stimulus. Under the new rules, how visual acuity and visual field can be tested to  meet this definition has changed. For visual field testing, the following measurements can be used:  

1.    Automated static threshold perimetry (Humphrey 30-2 and  24-2)           

a.    For Humphrey Field Analyzers, a 10dB stimulus is equivalent  to a 4e stimulus.  A dB level that is higher than 10 represents a dimmer stimulus, while a dB level that is lower than 10 represents a brighter stimulus. Therefore, for automated static threshold tests performed on Humphrey Field Analyzers, any point seen at 10dB or higher  are a point that would be seen with a 4e stimulus.   

2.    Kinetic perimetry, such as the Humphrey "SSA Test Kinetic"          

a. The kinetic test must use a white III4e stimulus projected on a white 31.5  apostilb (10 cd/m2) background.   

3.    Goldmann perimetry a.    With a III4e target.     

SSA will not use the results of visual field screening tests, such as  confrontation tests, tangent screen tests, or automated static screening tests, to determine legal blindness. 

For visual acuity testing, the criteria changed because most test charts that use Snellen methodology do not have lines that measure visual acuity between 20/100 and 20/200. Newer test charts, such as the Bailey-Lovie or the Early Treatment Diabetic Retinopathy Study (ETDRS), do have lines that measure visual acuity between 20/100 and 20/200.     

Under the new criteria, if a person's visual acuity is measured with one  of the newer charts, and they cannot read any of the letters on the 20/100 line,

they will qualify as legally blind, based on a visual acuity of 20/200 or less. For example, if the person's best-corrected visual acuity for distance in the better eye was determined to be 20/160 using an ETDRS  chart, they would now be classified as legally blind. Regardless of the type of test chart used, the person will not be classified as legally blind if they can read at least one letter on the  20/100 line. For example, if a person's best-corrected visual acuity for distance in the better eye was determined to be 20/125+1 using an ETDRS chart, they would not be classified as legally blind because they were able to read one letter on the 20/100 line.     

To view the new rules please use the following link:    

http://www.ssa.gov/disability/professionals/bluebook/2.00-SpecialSensesandSpeech-Adult.htm

NEW BUFFALO CHAPTER OFFICERS

The following BVA members were elected at their June Chapter meeting:

President, Washington Bennett  Vice President, Eddie Palmore

Secretary,  Jake Kuhn  Treasurer, Joe Cioppa

REMEMBER THIS SONG WRITTEN BY JOHNNY CASH?

I walked through a county courthouse square

On a park bench, an old man was sittin there.

I said, "Your court house is kinda run down,

He said, "No, it will do for our little town".

I said "your old flag pole kinda leaned a little bit,

And that's a ragged old flag you got hanging on it".

He said "have a seat", so I sat down,

He said, "is this your first visit to our little town"

I said, "I think it is"

He said "I don't like to brag, but we're kinda proud of

"That Ragged Old Flag"

"You see, we got a little hole in that flag there,

When Washington took it across the Delaware.

It got powder burned the night Francis Scott Key sat watching it, writing

"Oh Say Can You See"

It got a rip in New Orleans, with Packingham & Jackson

tugging at its seams.

It almost fell at the Alamo beside the Texas flag,

But she waved on tho.

It got cut with a sword in Chancellorsville,

Got cut again at Shiloh Hill.

There was Robert E. Lee and Beauregard and Bragg,

And the south wind blew hard on

"That Ragged Old Flag

On Flanders Field in World War I,

She took a bad hit from a Bertha Gun,

She turned blood red in World War II

She hung limp and low by the time that one was through,

She was in Korea, Vietnam, 

She went where she was sent by her Uncle Sam.

The Native Americans, The Black, Yellow and White

All shed red blood for the Stars and Stripes.

And here in her own good land,

She's been abused, burned, dishonored, denied and refused,

And the very government for which she stands

Has been scandalized throughout out the land.

And she's getting thread bare, and she's wearing kinda thin,

But she's in pretty good shape, for the shape she's in.

Cause she's been through the fire before

and she can take a whole lot more.

So we raise her up every morning

And we bring her down slow every night,

We don't let her touch the ground,

And we fold her up right.

On second thought, I do like to brag

Cause I'm mighty proud of "That Ragged Old Flag"

THE FINAL INSPECTION

I’ve  never done something like this before in The BVA Beacon, but I’m doing it this time in memory of two New York Regional Group members who passed away this year. Our Chaplin for almost 7 years Nathan (Carl) Luman and John D. Harrington. Carl was a very religious and kind individual who always had a smile on his face and a kind word for you. My wife and I had the chance to visit him in Florida a month before he died and he still was that wonderful man we knew, even though he was suffering from cancer. John, who died suddenly in June, started volunteering in the RG office and assisted David Schnair. When David died John continued being a 5 day a week volunteer at the NYRG office. He answered and returned phone calls, checked the mail and did everything that had to be done to maintain the RG office. …The Editor

The soldier stood and faced his God, which must always come to pass.

He hoped his shoes were shining, just as brightly as his brass.

"Step forward now, you soldier, how shall I deal with you?

Have you always turned the other cheek? To My Church have you been true?"

The soldier squared his shoulders. "No, Lord, I guess I ain't.

Those of us who carry guns can't always be a saint.

I've had to work most Sundays, and at times my talk was tough.

And sometimes I've been violent, because the world is rough.

But I never took a penny, that wasn't mine to keep...

Though I worked a lot of overtime, when the bills got way too deep.

And I never passed a cry for help, though at times I shook with fear.

And sometimes, God, forgive me, I've wept unmanly tears.

I know I don't deserve a place, among the people here.

They never wanted me around, except to calm their fears.

If you've a place for me here, Lord, it needn't be so grand.

I never expected or had too much, if you don't, I'll understand.

There was a silence 'round the throne, where the saints had often trod.

As the soldier waited quietly, for the judgment of his God.

"Step forward now, you soldier, You've borne your burdens well.

Walk peacefully on Heaven's streets, You've done your time in Hell."

WELCOME ABOARD

To our two new VIST coordinators. Jerold Starr in Manhattan and 

Edward Cunniff in Albany. I’m sure they will do as good a job as 

Elaine Powers of Buffalo, Mary Lou Mendez of Syracuse, Maija Paegle of Brooklyn & Queens and Edward Richards of Northport.

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
