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I AM YOUR FLAG

I was born on June 14, 1777.
I am more than just a cloth shaped into a design.
I am the refuge of the world's oppressed people.
I am the silent sentinel of freedom.
I am the emblem of the greatest sovereign nation on earth.
I am the inspiration for which American patriots gave their lives and fortunes.
I have led our sons and daughters into battle from Valley Forge to the steaming treacherous jungles of Vietnam and the unbearable Gulf.
I walk in silence with each of your honored dead, to their final resting place beneath the silent white crosses row upon row.
I have flown through peace and war, strife and prosperity, and amidst it all, I have been respected.
My red stripes symbolize the blood spilled in defense of this glorious nation.
My white stripes signify the burning tears shed by Americans who lost their husbands, fathers, sons and daughters.
My blue field is indicative of God's heaven under which I fly.
My stars clustered together, unify 50 states as one, for GOD and COUNTRY.
"OLD GLORY" is my nickname, and proudly I wave on high.
Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives and your fortunes.
Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty position lest I never return.
Keep alight the fires of patriotism, strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy............ 

The 50-Star Flag came into existence when the Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 provided for the arrangement of the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizon tally and eleven rows of stars staggered vertically. This is the current flag of the United States. Hawaii was admitted as the 50th state on August 21st, 1959. The 27th flag of the United States became the official flag on July 4th, 1960. 
BROOKLYN CHAPTER ELECTION

The newly elected Brooklyn Chapter officers are:

President James George  Vice President Don Penny
Secretary Michael Carrano Treasurer Dan Mc Nally
More dental coverage sought for vets

Veterans with service-connected disabilities would get expanded dental coverage under bipartisan legislation introduced by U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk, R-Highland Park, IL.

The "Make Our Veterans Smile Act" (House Resolution 5595)  was co-introduced by Kirk and fellow Navy Reserve intelligence officer U.S. Rep. Chris Carney, D-Pa.

Currently, only 100 percent disabled, homeless or prisoner-of-war veterans are eligible for dental benefits. The bill, if signed into law, expands dental coverage to any service-connected disabled veteran, regardless of

disability rating starting Jan. 1, 2009.

"We need to ensure that those who wore the uniform, risked their lives and sacrificed so much are appropriately cared for," Kirk said Thursday. "We won a great victory for area veterans when we saved the North Chicago VA Hospital from closing. But the commitment the government makes to help care for disabled veterans is incomplete without addressing

their dental needs."

According to the Veterans Administration, 258,000 veterans currently are eligible for dental benefits. More than 2.5 million additional disabled veterans would receive coverage under the Kirk-Carney bill.

VHA funding for veteran service dogs
On January 14, 2008, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs made a decision
regarding the provision of Service Dogs by the VA. To maintain VA's
role in providing independence to those with disabilities, VA should
evaluate on a case by case basis those individuals that can demonstrate
that a service dog effectively performs a task that cannot be achieved
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through assistive technology or daily living aids. Just as the VA
currently procures from non-profit agencies guide dogs for the blind who
do not charge anything for their animal, services, or lodging, the VA
will hold the service dog industry to the same standard. Upon
successful demonstration to a designated VA clinical team that the dog
can perform a significant task for the specific veteran that other
assistive technology cannot, VA, under Public Law 107-135, will place
the service dog on the veteran's record and pay for subsequent
veterinary care and any equipment the dog may need to complete its
assigned tasks, i.e. harness or backpack.
A directive is being prepared which will provide further details but in
the meantime requests for service dogs are being reviewed on a
case-by-case basis via 2641.

VA INCREASES TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT FOR ELIGIBLE VETERANS
Over a million eligible veterans have seen their mileage more than doubled for travel to Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical facilities.

“This increase helps veterans, especially those living in rural areas, offset some of the gasoline costs as they travel to VA’s world-class health care,”

said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. Peake. “Increasing the mileage reimbursement is one more step by VA to help veterans access the health care they deserve.”

The 2008 appropriations act provided funding for VA to increase the beneficiary travel mileage reimbursement rate from 11 cents per mile to 28.5 cents per mile. The increase went into effect on Feb. 1.

After little more then a month on the job, Secretary Peake used his authority to establish the first increase in the mileage reimbursement in 30 years,

fulfilling a pledge he made during his Senate confirmation hearing last month. While increasing the payment, VA, as mandated by law, also equally increased the deductible amounts applied to certain mileage reimbursements.  The new deductibles are $7.77 for a one way trip, $15.54 for a round trip, with a maximum of $46.62 per calendar month. However, these deductibles can be waived if they cause a financial hardship to the veteran.

NEW PIECE OF EQUIPMENT AT THE NORTHPORT VAMC 

It is a Clinac iX™ Line of High-Performance Linear Accelerators which is most ergonomic and customizable technology platform for treating cancer with image-guided radiotherapies. Designed to help clinics maximize their technology investment, each Clinac iX is easily installed, customized, configured, and upgraded to support every type of radiotherapy treatment process, from conventional 2D and 3D treatments to the most sophisticated forms of intensity-modulated radiation therapy (IMRT) and image-guided radiation therapy (IGRT).
“The Clinac iX is an ideal platform for Dynamic Targeting™ IGRT and beyond. Like its predecessor, the Clinac EX, it is designed to enable therapists to deliver the most sophisticated, complex treatments within a normal treatment appointment timeframe,” says Richard Stark, director of Varian’s delivery systems product line. “It is a comprehensive, workflow-oriented solution that will enable treatment facilities to implement IGRT more quickly and easily.”
Designed for Multiple Efficiencies The Clinac iX system features a new, ergonomically designed command center from which virtually every aspect of treatment can be controlled. A single keyboard
puts all control modules within easy reach of the operator, for improved workflow efficiency. Networked controllers have been integrated into a modular rack that can be placed under a single counter or stored in a cabinet, significantly reducing the amount of linear space required to house the system.
The electronics have also been consolidated, and placed within a sleek, low-profile stand for easy installation, maintenance, and upgrades. This streamlining will reduce the cost of site preparations and installations, and facilitate easier maintenance and upgrades.
Continuing the Varian Tradition of Exact™ Alignment:
The Clinac iX system can be configured for the alignment necessary to deliver ultra-precise therapies like stereo tactic radio surgery. It incorporates Varian’s best-in-breed technologies for generating, shaping, controlling, and delivering tightly focused radiation beams, offering tight alignment of all imaging and treatment delivery components. Imaging accessories are mounted on Exact™ arms for automated, accurate, reproducible positioning. The Clinac iX also incorporates Varian’s highly accurate treatment couch controls and tight beam delivery specifications, so that clinicians can carefully aim radiation beams to treat small lesions quickly and precisely.
Affordable Customization 

Each Clinac iX system starts with a high-performance accelerator.  The electronics have been reconfigured for flexibility, so that customers can choose the energy configuration, dose rates, imaging technologies, and accessories that best meet their clinical requirements and goals, and then easily upgrade from the initial configuration to incorporate additional capabilities.
“The Clinac iX platform was designed to provide clinics with exactly what they need today for implementing sophisticated treatment protocols, and then to make it much easier for them to upgrade their systems as new capabilities are developed,” said Stark. “With this platform, Varian is making the system modular, reducing the time needed for installation and upgrades, and expediting maintenance.  The Clinac iX system is Varian’s easiest IGRT system to implement, learn, and upgrade, making it a better investment than ever.”
While others sites (like Brooklyn) have linear accelerators, Northport is the only one with this particular model (which is touted as the best). I've been told there are plans to add more of this kind in the Network.   
WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU MEET A SIGHTED PERSON

People who use their eyes to receive information about the world are called sighted people or "people who are sighted." 
Legal "sight" means any visual acuity greater than 20/200 in the better eye without correction or an angle of vision wider than 20 degrees. 
Sighted people enjoy rich full lives, working, playing and raising families. 
They run businesses, hold public office and teach your children!
How Do Sighted People Get Around?!
People who are sighted may walk or ride public transportation, but most choose to travel long distances by operating their own motor vehicles. 
They have gone through many hours of training to learn the "rules of the road" in order to further their independence. 
Once that road to freedom has been mastered, sighted people earn a legal classification and a "Driver's License" which allows them to operate a private vehicle safely and independently.
How To Assist A Sighted Person
Sighted people are accustomed to viewing the world in visual terms. 
This means that in many situations, they will not be able to communicate orally and may resort to pointing or other gesturing. 
Subtle facial expressions may also be used to convey feelings in social situations. 
Calmly alert the sighted person to his surroundings by speaking slowly, in a normal tone of voice. Questions directed at the sighted person help focus attention back on the verbal rather than visual communication.
At times, sighted people may need help finding things, especially when operating a motor vehicle. 
Your advance knowledge of routes and landmarks, particularly bumps in the road, turns and traffic lights, will assist the "driver" in finding the way quickly and easily. 
Your knowledge of building layouts can also assist the sighted person in navigating complex shopping malls and offices.
Sighted people tend to be very proud and will not ask directly for assistance.
Be gentle yet firm.
How Do Sighted People Use Computers?!
The person who is sighted relies exclusively on visual information. 
His or her attention span fades quickly when reading long texts. 
Computer information is presented in a "Graphical User Interface" or GUI. 
Coordination of hands and eyes is often a problem for sighted people, so the computer mouse, a handy device that slides along the desk top, saves confusing keystrokes. 
With one button, the sighted person can move around his or her computer screen quickly and easily. 
People who are sighted are not accustomed to synthetic speech and may have great difficulty understanding even the clearest synthesizer.
Be patient and prepared to explain many times how your computer equipment works.
How Do Sighted People Read?!
Sighted people read through a system called "Print." 
This is a series of images drawn in a two dimensional plane. 
People who are sighted generally have a poorly developed sense of touch. 
Braille is completely foreign to the sighted person and he or she will take longer to learn the code and be severely limited by his or her existing visual
senses. 
Sighted people cannot function well in low lighting conditions and are generally completely helpless in total darkness. 
Their homes are usually very brightly lit at great expense, as are businesses that cater to the sighted consumer.
How Can I Support A Sighted Person?!
People who are sighted do not want your charity. 
They want to live, work and play along with you. 
The best thing you can do to support sighted people in your community is to open yourself to their world. These Americans are vital contributing members to society. 
Take a sighted person to lunch today! 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
