
The BVA Beacon

The New York Regional Group Newsletter
VOL. 8, NO. 7  





 
    Winter, 2008               

Editor: Dennis J. O'Connell


OFFICERS OF THE NEW YORK REGIONAL GROUP

President: Ronald White

Vice President: Frederick Knapp

Secretary: John Morrall, Jr.

Treasurer: Jack Shapiro

SHINGLES VACCINE OK'D FOR CERTAIN BENEFICIARIES

Tricare now covers the vaccine, Zostavax, for beneficiaries age 60 and older. Zostavax was developed to prevent shingles, a painful viral disease that affects more than one million Americans every year. More than half of those cases happen in people age 60 or older. 

Shingles is caused by the same varicella-zoster virus that causes 

chickenpox in children. It remains in the body for decades, sleeping 

in nerve cells along the spinal column. A shingles rash usually appears on one side of the face or body and lasts between two and four weeks. It can be accompanied by fever, headache, chills and upset stomach. 

The Centers for Disease Control recommends a single dose of  shingles vaccine for everyone age 60 and older. In a recent study, Zostavax was more than 50 percent effective in reducing the incidence of shingles and more than 60 percent effective in reducing some of its associated symptoms. 

GUIDE DOG'S DON'T HAVE TO GO INTO QUARANTINE WHEN ENTERING HAWAII.

Here's the information, it's from: http://www.hawaii.gov/hdoa/ai/aqs/guidedog

The Honolulu International Airport on the island of Oahu is the ONLY port of entry for all dogs and cats entering Hawaii without quarantine. This includes guide dogs and service dogs.

Guide dogs and service dogs that meet the following definitions can come into Hawaii without quarantine provided they follow the steps outlined below.

"Guide dog" means any dog individually trained by a licensed guide dog

trainer for guiding a blind person by means of a harness attached to the dog

and a rigid handle grasped by the person.

"Service dog" means any dog that is individually and professionally trained

to alert a person with impaired hearing to the presence of people or

sounds; assist a person with disabilities involving mobility by pulling a

wheelchair, retrieving dropped items, or otherwise aiding the user in

accomplishing a variety of tasks; alert a person with a seizure disorder to

the onset of a seizure or to alert another person or organization at a

remote location to the seizure; or alert a person to an impending

life-threatening medical crisis and assist in mitigating the consequences of

such a crisis; and that belongs to a person with a disability that

substantially limits a major life activity.

Key points for qualifying as a service dog or an exempted guide dog

* The dog must have current rabies vaccination. (documentation of the

vaccination must include the product name, the lot or serial number, and the

expiration date of the lot.) 

* The dog must have an electronic microchip implanted. 

* The dog must have a microchip implanted that can be read with an

avid scanner (avid or home again chip). 

* Prior to arrival, the dog must have passed one oie-favn test after 12

months of age, with a level of 0.5 i.u. rabies antibody or greater.  The

laboratory will not perform the tests unless the microchip number

accompanies the test request form. 

* The dog must have a standard health certificate issued not more than

30 days prior to arrival in Hawaii. 

* For a service dog, there must be a physician's statement which

certifies as to the disability, and that the service dog provides assistance

having to do with that disability and documentation of training, or a

certificate of training as a service dog by a training program accredited by

Assistance Dogs International, Inc., or a service dog training program with

equally rigorous administrative, operational and training standards. 

* To prevent delays on arrival, it is strongly advised that all

required documents be sent to the rabies quarantine branch well ahead of

your intended arrival date.  Information can be mailed to the animal

Quarantine Station

99-851 Halawa Valley Street

Aiea, HI  96701 

or faxed to (808) 483-7161 

Staff may be contacted by telephone (808) 483-7151 or (808) 837-8092 

or e-mail: rabiesfree@hawaii.gov

To assist your with preparations:
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* The rabies quarantine branch must receive notification at least 24

hours in advance of arrival information and location where the dog will be

Staying. Information can be faxed to 808-483-7161. 

* On arrival in Hawaii, the dog must be brought by the airline to the

Airport animal quarantine holding facility for verification of compliance

With the above requirements and examination of the dog for external

Parasites. If all is in order, the dog will be released at that point. 

* Qualified guide dog and service dog users may request inspection in

The terminal at Honolulu International Airport between the hours of 8:00 am

And 4:00 pm, by notifying the rabies quarantine branch 7 days or more before arriving. In these cases, a "notice of terminal inspection" with tracking number will be issued and sent to the user. To avoid confusion and delays, this notice must be presented to airline representatives upon arrival in Hawaii. After inspection, if all is in order, the dog will be released.

If you have questions, please contact:

Hawaii Department of Agriculture

Animal Quarantine Station

99-951 Halawa Valley Street

Aiea, Hawaii 96701-5602

Telephone (808) 483-7151

Fax (808) 483-7161

E-mail: rabiesfree@hawaii.gov

“the american veteran” is reality tv – va style

Sent by: Tom Zampieri, BVA Director Government Relations

Washington – using the latest in video and broadcast technologies, stirring music, creative graphics and solid writing, “the American Veteran” a monthly half-hour news magazine from the Department of Veterans Affairs, tells compelling stories of real-life veterans who have taken advantage of the many and varied benefits and services available to them as a result of their military service.

“We are committed to informing veterans and active duty military alike about VA’s many benefits and services and we are very pleased with the quality and reach of “The American Veteran,” said acting VA Secretary Gordon H. Mansfield. “The feedback and recognition the program has received is a testament to the effort put in by all involved.” 

The series is designed to inform active duty members, veterans, their families and their communities about the services and benefits they have earned and to recognize and honor them. VA’s office of Public Affairs and the VA Learning University/ Employee Education System (VALU/EES) produce the program and broadcast it to VA facilities on the department’s own internal network and around the world on the Pentagon channel and community cable outlets.

Aimed at veterans of all eras, their families and the American public, VA also tells stories of heroism, sacrifice and relives moments in history with

Those who lived it reminding veterans of the bond of service they all share.

The VA Office of Public Affairs offers the program to local broadcasters and cable outlets and makes it available for viewing on the VA web site 

Http://www.va.gov/

Just click on “public affairs” and then “featured items.”

“The American Veteran” schedule on the Pentagon channel is available at  

Http://www.pentagonchannel.mil/

where you can also view the program as it is broadcasting. The Pentagon channel has more than 1 million military viewers and is delivered domestically via dish, echostar, t-warner and cox cable systems. (check for service in your area.)

A preview of the December edition of “The American Veteran” follows:

MRSA - a deadly pathogen is spreading in our nation’s hospitals: Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus, more commonly known by its acronym MRSA.

VA has launched a nationwide MRSA prevention initiative to contain the spread of the super germ, reducing the infection rate by fifty percent.

Patient safety –falls center Tampa - many injuries that require hospital visits begin when a patient falls. The Patient Safety and Falls Prevention Center at the Tampa VA is conducting new research and testing new therapies to keep the elderly on their feet and out of the hospital.

Blind technology - many of our veterans suffer from debilitating eye diseases, including total blindness. VA has introduced new technologies – including a voice talk synthesizer that helps patients take their medications safely and a GPS devise that helps patients get around– all to improve the lives of blind veterans.

News you can use – the VA operates a live 24-hour-a-day suicide prevention hotline, 1-800-273-8255 (talk); Dr. Jonathan Shay wins the McArthur Award Survivor of the Bataan Death March remembers - WWII veteran Ralph Levenberg survived the Bataan Death March in the Philippines and three subsequent years as a Japanese POA. His story provides a poignant reminder of why we honor our heroes on Veterans Day.

Recent va news releases

From the visually impaired veterans network 

VA clarifies policy on flag-folding recitations

"13-fold" ceremony, other scripts approved  

Washington (October 30, 2007)  

To ensure burial services at the 125 National Cemeteries operated by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)

Reflect the wishes of veterans and their families, VA Officials have clarified the department's policy about recitations made while the U.S. Flag is folded at the gravesite of a veteran.

"Honoring the burial wishes of veterans is one of the

highest commitments for the men and women of VA," said William F. Tuerk, VA's Under Secretary 

For Memorial Affairs. "A family may request the

Recitation of words to accompany the meaningful presentation of the American Flag as we honor the dedication and sacrifice of their loved ones." 

Traditional gravesite military funeral honors include the silent folding and presentation of an American Flag, a 21-gun rifle salute, and the playing of "Taps."

The clarification includes the following:

* Volunteer honor guards are authorized to read the so-called "13-fold" flag recitation or any comparable script; 

* Survivors of the deceased need to provide material and request it be read by the volunteer honor guards; and 

* Volunteer honor guards will accept requests for recitations that reflect any or no religious traditions, on an equal basis.

Veterans with a discharge other than dishonorable, their spouses and eligible dependent children can be buried in a National Cemetery. Other burial benefits available for all eligible veterans, regardless of whether 

they are buried in a National Cemetery or a private cemetery,

include a burial flag, a Presidential Memorial Certificate and a Government headstone or marker. 

To view and download VA news release, please visit the following Internet address:

Http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel

Editors note: Lyle Martin of Wisconsin moderates the Visually Impaired Veterans Network. Here is the group's description:

Visually Impaired Veterans Network [VIVN] is an emailing list created to preserve and strengthen the spirit of camaraderie among Visual Impaired Veterans so that they may give mutual aid and assistance to one another.

If interested in joining this group please send me an email and I will forward your request to Lyle. My email address is: navy1vet@verizon.net.

READ THIS TO ME

"Read This to Me" is a free reading service for the blind, powered by volunteers and Internet collaboration.

 http://www.readthistome.org
"Read This to Me" allows blind and low-vision people to have printed documents read to them over the phone. All the blind person needs is a phone line and a fax machine (no computer is required.)

 Here's how it works:

 1. The blind person (whom we'll call the "client") faxes the document to be read to the "readthistome" toll-free fax number: 1-877-333-8848. The first page of the fax needs to be a cover page that includes the client's first

name and callback (voice) phone number. The document

itself can be just about anything: a handwritten letter, a bill, a label from a can of food, a multi-page magazine article – just about anything that can be faxed.

2. One of Read This to Me's volunteer readers will call the client back and read the document.

3. That's it!

The service is available throughout the U.S. An audio version of this information is available by dialing 1-877-333-8847.

Dial a nurse va

1 800 877 6976

What is VA tele-nurse?

The VA now offers telephone medical advice to veterans 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Call the VA tele-nurse if you have symptoms, want to ask a question, or want advise about any health problem. If your symptoms are not serious, you may not need an appointment.

The VA tele-nurse will tell you how to treat the problem at home.

The VA tele-nurse can also give you advice, information, counseling, and referrals to the nearest VA hospital or clinic.

Call the VA tele-nurse at the first sign of a problem. Often early treatment is the key to dealing with many healthcare problems.

How to help the VA tele-nurse help you.

Please be prepared to give the following important information to the nurse:

Full name

Social security number

Current address

Phone number (with area code) where you can be reached

What VA hospital or clinic you go to for your treatment

Your primary care physician (or who you see most often)

What medication are you currently taking (you may want to have your medications available to provide information from the label)

All medical problems you think the nurse should know about

Remember: life threatening emergency *call 911*

NEW YORK VOTING FOR THE DISABLED

The following item is from Justice for All. 

From Newsday (1/16): 

Federal judge approves NY voting machine plan By VALERIE BAUMAN 

ALBANY, N.Y. -- A federal judge has approved New York's latest plan for bringing  the state into compliance with federal voting laws.

New York is years behind deadlines to comply with the Help America Vote Act, which was enacted after the contested 2000 presidential elections to ensure better accuracy and access for the disabled.

U.S. District Judge Gary Sharpe ordered the state Board of Elections on Wednesday to follow through with the plans it gave him to meet the requirements of the law.

If the state acts on the agreed timeline, voting machines accessible to the disabled will be available in every polling place around the state by this fall's

federal  elections. The state would then follow up by replacing all pull-lever machines by the fall 2009 state elections.

Sharpe, who is overseeing a 2006 U.S. Department of Justice lawsuit against the state, has expressed frustration with the state's "paralysis" on the issue

until  now. He had considered appointing a special master to step in, and at one point  threatened to jail members of the elections board on contempt charges.

The elections board must send a progress report to Sharpe every Friday to verify it has met each deadline. 

"It means we have a lot of work to do in a relatively short period of time," board spokesman Lee Daghlian said. "But we have agreed to this plan with justice. As a  matter of fact, we've already started some of these things in the timeline."

Straying from the schedule even slightly could cause Sharpe to intervene again. 

"This court retains jurisdiction to take any and all other actions, including specifically the appointment of a special master or other entity as necessary

to ensure that the obligations imposed upon the defendants by HAVA and by this court's orders are carried out," Sharpe wrote in his order.

...Read the rest of the article, a summary of the court order, and link to the decision from the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of NY at:

http://jfactivist.typepad.com/jfactivist/2008/01/federal-judge-a.html 

ARTICLES FROM PAST ISSUES

I thought it might be nice to include some articles from past issues when space allows it. Hope you enjoy.

The first issue Fall, 1996:

From-the editor:

After much procrastination the BVA New York regional newsletter, “The BVA Beacon, is now back into existence. As the editor, I would appreciate any articles that you might feel are of interest to the blinded veterans of the New York Regional Group. Anything of interest that pertains to any aspect of a blind a veteran will be appreciated. If you have an article that you want to be put into The Beacon, send it off to:

Dennis J. O'Connell, Editor

The Beacon

303 Carnation Avenue

Floral Park, NY 11001

The newsletter will try to be published at least twice a year. Probably in the fall and spring. To be a success your input is essential. In this way all members of the NYRG BVA  can keep informed of what is happening locally.

(It’s now published 4 times a year and you can also send articles via email to: Navy1vet@verizon.net
This thought still exists, that I need articles from around the regional group for this newsletter! - Dennis)

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 


