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TAKEN FROM A WEBSIGHT

http://land.allears.net/blogs/jackspence/2010/06/outdoor_audio_description_tech.html

If you have some vision- click on the link as there are graphics and pictures showing what the device looks like and such.

Here's the text of this article:

Outdoor Audio Description Technology for Guests with Disabilities

Beginning on June 27, guests with visual disabilities will be able to explore Walt Disney World theme parks in a whole new way. Using a Disney-designed Assistive Technology Device guests will now be able to explore the parks accompanied with an audio description of all the sights. 

This easy-to-use device is obtained at any theme park guest relations window. It is offered at no cost with a refundable deposit. It comes with a headset and strap so you can hang it around your neck. Disney conducted a number of focus groups with organizations for the blind to help them create an easy to understand machine that can be mastered in a few minutes. 

 I spent an hour today with an Assistive Technology Device (ATD) at Disney's Hollywood Studios. As I walked from area to area, the ATD would come alive and vibrate as I passed hidden sensors. Then it would provide me with a fairly accurate description of my location. For example, it would announce, “You are on Pixar Place near the restrooms” or “You are in Animation Courtyard between Voyage of the Little Mermaid and Playhouse Disney.” If at any time I needed a reminder of where I was at, I could push a button and the ATD would repeat the last announced location.

Another button provided me with a general description of my surroundings. When the recording finished, I was given the option to hear more information in six categories. These were (1) a more detailed description of the area, (2) nearby attractions (3) nearby restrooms, (4) nearby restaurants, (5) entertainment, and (6) shopping. From these, I could drill down for even more detailed information.

Another automatic feature of the ATD is Attraction Descriptions. When I boarded Toy Story Mania, the ATD started automatically and provided me with a detailed commentary of all the sights along the way. I never had to push any button.

To give you an idea of what I’m talking about, I’ve included a short audio clip from the Haunted Mansion. The first voice you hear is that of the Ghost Host. Following our disembodied spirit is the ATD voice describing a few of the sights.

The ATD can also be used by the hearing impaired. Although I did not get to try this feature, I was told it works in all attractions and the ride or show’s dialog is automatically displayed on the screen. 

I spoke with Bob Minnick, Manager – Facility Safety and Accessibility. I asked him if the ATD could be easily updated as things are constantly changing at WDW. He told me that Disney partnered with WGBH Boston in the development of this device. I was assured that all Disney needed to do was provide a new script to WGBH and an updated recording could be made an uploaded in very little time. When I asked if these devices would be available at the resorts, Bob told me that Disney’s objective at the moment is to bring Disneyland online with the ATD. After that, they will assess the demand and need for further expansion. 

Disney has patented and licensed this new technology and is eager to make it available beyond the theme parks. To that end, it’s already being used at the Coca Cola Museum in Atlanta, The Hall at Patriot Place, and the Dallas Cowboys Stadium. 

Walt wanted Disneyland to be enjoyed by everyone. Through the years, his company has strived to bring magic to all. Here are a few examples of how the Imagineers are constantly looking for ways to improve the guest experience. 

In making a drinking fountain wheelchair accessible, it also makes them “kid friendly.” And Braille maps can be found in all four theme parks. 
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All Walt Disney World transportation is wheelchair accessible – all buses have hydraulic lifts and the docks all “float” so they are always level with the watercraft. The buses also have closed captioning, announcing destinations and other pertinent information. 

A number of guest rooms are available with height appropriate vanities and easy access tubs and showers. Text telephones are obtainable for the deaf. 

Swimming pools have sloped entrances so that aquatic wheelchairs can easily roll into the water. This shallow area also provides toddlers with an area to splash with safety. 

At the golf courses, specially designed carts are available to allow just about anyone the ability to play a round. 

At Blizzard Beach, a special gondola can accommodate a wheelchair for a ride to the top of Mount Gushmore. 

Special viewing areas have been set aside on a first come, first served basis along the parade routes. Even the Grand Marshal vehicles can accommodate a wheelchair so just about anyone can be included in the festivities. 

Disney is always looking for new ways to retrofit older attractions. A special Jungle Cruise boat was updated with a lift for wheelchairs. And newer attractions are also getting into the act. Since loading and unloading can take longer in these cases, Toy Story Mania was designed with an auxiliary loading area so folks can take all the time they need to get situated. 

Many of the live shows offer sign language interpreters. These are presented on certain days and at certain hours. You need to check with Guest Relations for exact days and times. 

For more information about touring the parks with special needs, check out the AllEars.Net section for guests with special needs

as well as Disney’s webpage: WALT DISNEY WORLD GUESTS WITH DISABILITIES

MILITARY FORMS ON LINE LIKE THE DD214

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/evetrecs/index.html

CARMAKERS AGREE TO MAKE ELECTRIC CARS NOISIER 

by Peter Valdes-Dapena

NEW YORK (CNNMoney.com) 

Automakers and advocates for the blind have agreed on a plan to address an unintended problem caused by electric and hybrid cars: They endanger sight-impaired and distracted pedestrians because they make no noise when running on electric power. 

The groups joined together to present Congress with a proposal for minimum noise levels that future electric cars would have to make

Sometimes even sighted pedestrians can be unaware of the cars' approach. 

"As a person who walks my dog in Virginia, where there are no sidewalks, I've been startled by hybrid cars, too," said Gloria Bergquist, vice president of the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers.

A study done last year by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration showed that hybrid cars tend to hit pedestrians more often than other cars in situations where the approaching car cannot be seen.

The AAM, along with the Association of International Automobile Manufacturers, the American Council for the Blind and the National Federation for the Blind, presented Congress with suggested language that could become part of the Motor Safety Act of 2010, a bill now moving through Congress that would create a host of new auto safety rules.

The proposed language would have NHTSA create a new safety standard for electrically powered cars involving some sort of minimum sound required when operating at low speeds. At higher speeds, wind and tire noise are typically enough to make the car detectable.

The sound couldn't be just anything. For instance, vehicle owners would not be able to "customize" the sound of their car the same way they can download ringtones for cell phones. That's specifically prohibited in the proposed rule.

Instead, car manufacturers would provide an approved sound or set of sounds for a given make and model of car.

It would be up to NHTSA to set the minimum noise level a vehicle would have to make at givens speeds and to determine what sort of sounds would be allowed. The sounds would need to communicate something about the car's speed and acceleration, just as the sound of a rumbling gasoline engine does.

MYSTIC SEAPORT PASSES AVAILABLE

The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) has renewed its membership with Mystic Seaport: The Museum of 

America and the Sea and is once again offering NLS patrons use of a 

free one-day seaport pass. The seaport is a world-renowned, not-for-

profit historical and educational institution occupying thirty-seven 

acres on the Mystic River, near New London, Connecticut. Highlights of 

the site include restored tall ships, tours by shipwrights and 

craftsmen, and a variety of exhibit galleries. The pass entitles two 

adults and three children or grandchildren under eighteen to free 

admission to Mystic Seaport on the day of the week specified on the 

pass. The opportunity is available year-round. The pass will be sent by 

express delivery and will include a prepaid return envelope.

        If interested, e-mail jcau@loc.gov or fax (202) 707-0712, 

attention Mystic Pass Coordinator, Publications and Media Section. 

Include your name, street address, telephone number, and the date and 

day of the week you wish to visit Mystic Seaport. For visitor 

information, including accessibility details, membership opportunities, 

directions, lodging, and more, go to www.mysticseaport.org.

IS VOTING EASY OR DIFFICULT FOR YOU?
Disability Rights Advocates - a non-profit advocacy organization - is researching the voting experiences of people with mobility and/or visual disabilities in New York City. Voters with disabilities may encounter obstacles in registering to vote, learning about the candidates and issues, or accessing their assigned polling places. Disability Rights Advocates is interested in hearing about your experiences — whether they were good or bad. Please send your stories to smurray@dralegal.org or call Julia Pinover, DRAS New York based staff attorney, at (212) 644-8644. Please note: your responses will be kept confidential unless you authorize their release. 

En-Vision America, Inc. is pleased to announce THE NEW I.D. MATE sUMMIT TALKING BAR CODE SCANNER

The new I.D. Mate Summit is the latest addition to our newly expanded line of talking bar code scanners. The I.D. Mate Summit has a new look and new functions. The new Summit is now only 6 inches and weighs only 7 ounces.

The I.D. Mate Summit is a portable “all-in-one” talking bar code scanner that aids visually or print impaired individuals with the identification of items via the product’s bar code or UPC. Using text-to speech and digital voice recording technologies, it allows users to access an on-board database of product descriptions, along with a tailored set of recorded voice messages. With I.D. Mate Summit , the user can quickly add additional voice recorded information to existing products or to items not found in the database. Additional bar code labels are available to label any product or item that does not already have a bar code. Adhesive, tag, and clothing labels can be placed on nearly anything. Simply scan the bar code and add a voice recording.

The I.D. Mate Summit contains the largest database available - multi-millions of items!  It comprises a wide variety of products such as grocery, wines & spirits, over the counter drugs, health & beauty products, cleaning supplies, pet supplies, hobby items, hardware items, DVDs and CDs, bulk supplies, and much more! Extended information is included for many items. Listen for nutritional information, ingredients, cooking instructions, allergen warnings, directions, package size, song tracks, detailed descriptions and more. We continually add to and update the database, increasing items and product information to benefit our customers. Users can stay current with an updated database release every six months.

The I.D. Mate Summit now also has a new Cyclone Scanner which allows the user to move the scanner around the product to get a quick and reliable read, and includes the options for enabling Barcode ID Mode and Inventory Mode right from the front keyboard using the new system mode feature.  Another new feature is the new Lithium Polymer (Li-Poly) battery technology, which in addition to being very light weight, provides 6-8 hours of extended continuous use battery life.
There is a special Omni to Summit update/upgrade package for veterans, this package does require return of the unit to En-Vision America. Also, veterans who have earlier versions of the I.D. Mate can bring their existing memory cards to the BVA National Convention for a free database upgrade.  For more information or to get your new  I.D. Mate OMNI to Summit upgrade, contact your VIST Coordinator or BROS.  This is a limited time offer.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBER & WEB SITES
VA Benefits                1-800-827-1000.
Health Care               1-877-222-8387.
Education                  1-888-442-4551.
Life Insurance            1-800-669-8477.
Debt Management      1-800-827-0648.
Mammography Hotline      1-888-492-7844.
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf (TDD)      1-800-829-4833.
CHAMPVA                 1-800-733-8387.
Headstones and Markers      1-800-697-6947.
Special Health Issues: Gulf War, Agent Orange, Project 112/Shad     1-800-749-8387.
 Web Sites
VA Home Page ....................................................... www.va.gov 
VA Health Care ............................. www.va.gov/health_benefits/ 
Returning Veterans ................. www.seamlesstransition.va.gov/ 
Survivors .......................... www.vba.va.gov/survivors/index.htm 
VA Facilities ................... www.va.gov/directory/guide/home.asp 
VA Forms ................................................. www.va.gov/vaforms/ 
VA Benefit Payment Rates ........ www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/Rates/ 
Education Benefits ........................................ www.gibill.va.gov/ 
Home Loan Guaranty ......................... www.homeloans.va.gov/ 
Life Insurance ....................................... www.insurance.va.gov/ 
Voc Rehab ........................... www.vba.va.gov/bln/vre/index.htm 
Burial and Memorial Benefits ......................... www.cem.va.gov/ 
Veterans Employment and Training .............. www.dol.gov/vets/ 
Federal Jobs ......................................... www.usajobs.opm.gov/ 
Veterans Preference ............ www.opm.gov/veterans/index.asp 
Records .............. www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/ 
Department of Defense ............................ www.defenselink.mil/ 

Using the search tool on a computer. 

The National Archives and Records Administration is where you can order a copy of your military personnel and medical records. Always have copies of these.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims could be your next step if your claim has been denied. Study this site carefully...you will find everything needed to take your claim to the court.

firstgov.gov is a portal that will take you to all government sites.

Not all Blind Veterans Know

Not all Blind Veterans (BV’s) are aware of compensation levels. Congress established Special Monthly Compensation (SMC) for veterans with very severe disabilities. The 100% rate was not sufficient to adequately compensate these severely disabled veterans. As a result, Congress passed statutory awards, SMC above the 100% rate. For example: at present, 100% provides $2673 monthly to a single veteran. BV's with vision of 5/200 or a 5 degree field are rated at paragraph L - $3327 monthly, a BV's with light perception only receives paragraph M - $3671 monthly and a totally blind BV receives paragraph N - $4176. Over the years Congress has improved the SMC with mid level ratings and combination rating; for example, a BV with deafness or the loss of an extremity may receive the maximum compensation paragraph O - $4664 monthly. Some veterans rated at paragraph O, who are in need of consistent aid and attendance, may receive paragraph AR-1 $6669 monthly. In addition, dependent allowances may be added to the amounts listed above for a spouse and dependent children.  Other Benefits:  In addition to improvements in compensation, other benefits for BV’s has been secured. Following are two Adaptive Housing Grants.  These grants, which were increased in late 2008, provide $60,000 (Section 2101 A) primarily for wheelchair bound veterans. However, this large grant is also available to BV's with service-connected blindness and the loss of a leg. The smaller Grant, $12,000 (Section 2101 B), is available to service- connected BV's. Initially, the Adaptive Housing grants were one-time grants.  In 2006, the 109 Congress passed legislation permitting eligible veterans who had not used all of their Section 2101 A or B grants to use the remainder again, up to 3 times. A BV who used the 2101 B grant but less than the present $12,000 may be eligible to use the difference.  

Another grant is the Home Improvement and Structural Alteration (HISA) Grant available through your local VAMC. The HISA Grant provides $4100 to SC BV's and $1200 to NSC BV's. This grant may be used for minor alterations to your home in relation to your disability.   

Another nice to know bit of information is Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC):  The survivors of 100% service-connected (SC) veterans are eligible if the veteran had been rated at 100% for ten years, five years if continuously since discharge. In 1991 Congress passed the DIC Reform Act.  Now there are two DIC rates.  The basic rate for the spouse is $1154 monthly. The spouse who was married to a 100% SC veteran for 8 years or more prior to the veteran’s death would receive DIC of $1400 monthly. Each minor child would receive $284 monthly in DIC.

NSC Pension:  Three NSC Pension levels exist:  Basic Pension, House Bound Benefits, and Aid and Attendance Allowance. Presently, the Basic Pension provides $985 monthly to a single veteran, House Bound - $1207 monthly, and Aid and Attendance Allowance - $1644 monthly. These amounts may be increased for each dependent. There is still a significant income limitation. The above listed amounts are reduced dollar for dollar by any incomes, whatsoever, the veteran or his/her household receives. However, there is an annual Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA).  Also BV's household earnings can be reduced by the amount of medical expenses the BV incurs.  

For information about any of the above contact the VA Regional Office in your area or talk with your VIST Coordinator.

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
