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AT LEAST SOMEONE READS THIS

I enjoyed reading the Fall 2013 newsletter. Very professional looking 
document. On the last page the toll free number for Alyson is incorrect. 
Should read: 800-669-7079.
Regards,
Neil Appleby

FYI

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Number: (888)426-4435
 
VA ID CARD

Anyone with a smart-phone and a bar code app can scan any Department of Veterans Affairs identification card issued since 2004 and the cardholder's Social Security number immediately pops up on the screen. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs published warnings about the veterans information cards (VICs) on their website in 2011 and again in July, 2013. 

The alert states, "Some barcode readers, including those available as applications on cell phones, can scan the bar code on the front of the card, and reveal the veteran's social security number." 

VA has begun to work on a new type of card, which will not contain a Social Security number. Meanwhile, veterans should treat their current ID cards as just a careful as they do their Social Security card to prevent identity theft.

WHEN LEGAL HELP IS FREE

Free legal services through LegalHealth are available at VA;s Manhattan Campus for Veterans involved in civil cases. Lawyer Kevin Kenneally is at the facility every Monday from 9am - 1pm.

BENEFITS OF USING A WHITE CANE

　Socially Accepted and Recognized

Safe travel - - - Makes you more independent

Makes you more visible to cars and pedestrians

Protection from injury or collisions 

Explore (preview) walking surfaces in front of you

Help with Stairs, Curbs, and Depth Perception

Regain mobility

Gives you confidence 

Travel in most environments with formal Orientation & Mobility training

Folding Canes are easily collapsed and stored when not in use

People understand why you may ask for help in finding things

White Cane should only be used for identification purposes 

Formal training by an O & M Specialist is strongly recommended for safe independent travel 

EBRC NEWS

By this time you may know that Doctor Kara Gagnon is leaving West Haven on 31 January 2014. Please see her website at www.braveminds.org

Please notify your NYRG members of her departure, and publicize her website

A GOOD READ

I recommend this book as a must read for all Blinded Veterans. It accurately describes how the Department of Veterans Affairs, in many ways, spear headed much of the blind rehabilitation in our country.

Journey to excellence: development of the military and VA blind rehabilitation programs in the 20th century 

DB 48780 

Miyagawa, Stephen. 

Description: Blinded in the Korean War, the author uses interviews, personal anecdotes, and government documents to illustrate the development of rehabilitation centers for blinded veterans since World War I. Miyagawa shows how these programs have also contributed to advancements in rehabilitation for the civilian population.

TV SCHEDULE

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12HN-8UeDWGj1Y_NjHQxAsEwYjqNxq3sYHrgL5zrw3F8/mobilebasic?pli=1

FYI

Video Description Goes Mainstream 

by Larry Goldberg

Bloggers and blog readers appreciate good writing - pithy, to-the-point,

timely. You'll discover some of the best writing anywhere when listening to

the work of a good describer - those masters of language who find just the

right words to fit into the spaces between dialog, describing key visual

elements, and perfectly matching the tone of a movie or TV show. Sometimes only a few dozen words are used to bring you right into the scene. Here's a sample by one of WGBH's describers, written for Downton Abbey.

"On a hill blanketed with heather, Nield, Shrimpy and Robert make their way toward a crest overlooking a few deer grazing. Mountains loom in the

distance and heavy clouds darken the sky. Each stag has tall, branching

antlers. The men duck down and crawl on their bellies while Nield sets a

rifle in place. He motions for Robert to crawl forward and take up the

weapon. Robert does so. The three men huddle together, keeping their heads down, watching and waiting."

The feel of the setting and tension are captured just so, enhancing the

program for all viewers who choose to select this extra audio channel.

Video description has been available since 1990, when WGBH launched

"Descriptive Video Service" on PBS. For analog TV, the service was available on the secondary audio program of stereo broadcasts of many PBS programs, then spread to a few hours on CBS, Turner Classic Movies and other networks.

Description next became available in movie theaters, on DVDs and then

digital TV. But the big breakthrough came with the passage of the "21st

Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act" in 2010, which mandated 50 hours per quarter of described programming on the top four commercial broadcast networks (ABC, CBS, Fox, and NBC) and the top five cable networks (Disney, Nickelodeon, TBS, TNT, and USA). Now shows like The Simpsons, Big Bang Theory, Modern Family, Glee, NCIS, Law & Order, Nashville and many others are available with descriptions, along with hundreds of movies on DVD and in theaters.

The  American Foundation for the Blind  and the  American Council of the

Blind both provide described TV listings and more information. There are

also several sites that offer DVD and in-theater movie listings like WGHB's

Media Access Group  and  Captionfish.

Even with this abundance of accessible entertainment now available, video

description remains relatively unknown to general audiences and even to many people who are blind or who have low vision.

That's why the recent announcement by Verizon that their  FiOS-TV

video-on-demand  service will now make available described movies for rent or purchase is such a great leap forward. If you have FiOS-TV, right there on your VOD menu you will find a collection of major motion pictures – with description - to choose from. The collection will be growing rapidly and you can access their latest offerings by pressing the VOD button on your FiOS-TV remote control, then selecting "Descriptive Video" from the movie option menu; you may have to scroll down.

With this tremendous new offering to ALL of its customers, 

Verizon is helping bring video description to a much wider world, 

so spread the word to all your blind friends!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12HN-8UeDWGj1Y_NjHQxAsEwYjqNxq3sYHrgL5zrw3F8/mobilebasic?pli=1 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

